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Lessons/Resources compiled by DLT
All Grades

· Teaching With Documents:  Observing Constitution Day 
· Source:  United States National Archives & Records Administration Digital Classroom
· http://www.archives.gov/digital_classroom/lessons/constitution_day/constitution_day.html
· Activities:
· Find out about the 39 delegates who signed the Constitution on September 17, 1787. 
· Explore in this simulation how the members of the Constitutional Convention might have felt as they gathered in Philadelphia's Independence Hall and began the arduous and memorable task of writing the United States Constitution.
· Uncover the issues involved in the creation and ratification of the United States Constitution and the new government it established in this Teaching with Documents lesson on Delaware's ratification. 
· Following ratification, the next task was implementation. Analyze historic documents and determine the extent to which the Constitution provided for the reestablishment of the Navy. 
· Discover additional information about the Constitutional Convention and the ratification process and dozens of fascinating facts about the Constitution.
· A teaching unit containing a set of 34 document reproductions related to the Constitution and a detailed Teacher's Guide, available for purchase from the National Archives and Records Administration. 
Secondary

· A Roadmap to the United States Constitution

· Source:  ThinkQuest.org
· http://library.thinkquest.org/11572/
· This site is dedicated to providing students of all kinds with knowledge of the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights.  Find everything you’ve ever wanted to know about the U. S. Constitution.
· The Federalist Papers 
· Source:  United States Government

· http://thomas.loc.gov/home/histdox/fedpapers.html
· A series of 85 essays written by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison in 1787-88 published to urge New Yorkers to ratify the proposed United States Constitution.
· The United States Constitution

· Source:  Yale-New Haven Teachers Institute
· http://www.cis.yale.edu/ynhti/curriculum/units/1982/3/82.03.03.x.html
· Constitution Curriculum & Teacher Lesson Guide

· United States Constitution WebQuest

· Source:  WebQuest.org

· http://www.lesd.k12.az.us/PV/specials/media/conindex.html
· Webquest that helps students discover the United States Constitution.
· The American Revolution: From Colonies to Constitution—Shaping the New Nation 
· Source:  United Streaming
· 15 minute Video & Lesson for Grades 6-8
· This program examines inspirations for America's democracy and shows how they came to be embodied in the laws and government of the United States. Included are Judeo-Christian morality, the French Enlightenment, the English Parliamentary system, the Magna Carta, and the Mayflower Compact. The program explores the problems faced by the America's founders and some of the issues debated as the Constitution, the structure of the new government, and the Bill of Rights were hammered out.
· Our Constitution: The Document that Gave Birth to a Nation 
· Source:  United Streaming
· 24 minute Video & Lesson for Grades 6-8
· Fully utilizing the spectacular backdrop of the events which surrounded the "We the People 200" celebration in Philadelphia 1987, this video simply, clearly and with dramatic flair examines and explains the historical significance of the Constitution, its structure and function and its present day meaning and importance. The "Founding Fathers" and other prominent people who led in its creation are introduced. Leaders of the Senate and House of Representatives, such as Senators Robert Dole, Robert Byrd and Arlen Specter, and many others elucidate the basic historical concepts of freedom, liberty and governmental organization. There is exciting footage of actor James Earl Jones and Chief Justice of the United States (1966-1986) Warren Burger explaining the basic principles behind "We the People". Historical paintings, Paint box graphics and colorful "symbols of democracy" make this highly informative stimulating video compelling and interesting to watch.
· You the Jury…….

· Source:   United Streaming
· 33 minute video for Grades 9-12
          This video involves the students first as jurors, then as legislative drafters, and finally                  

          As trial judges, lawyers, and witnesses.  Excellent for 
  American History Projects: Focusing on Multiple Intelligence
      Karen K. Eller, Good Apple, c1998.   
                Grades 4-8.
          This teacher resource book provides excellent resource projects using the multiple
          intelligences theory.  Students select projects using ideas available in this resource        
          book.

Elementary

· United States Government for Kids

· Source:  ThinkQuest.org

· http://library.thinkquest.org/5873/
· United States Government for Kids webpage.   Students learn how our government works and more!!!

· Democracy:  A Big Challenge

· Source:  Scholastic.com

· http://teacher.scholastic.com/lessonplans/unit-democracy.htm
· Lesson that introduces students to the drafting and signing of the Constitution as they develop interviewing and persuasive writing skills.
· America At Its Best: The American Government 
· Source:  United Streaming
· 15 minute Video & Lesson for Grades 3-5 
· “This program begins with an introduction of how America began - Columbus's voyage to the New World, the establishment of the 13 colonies, and the colonies' struggle for independence - and then focuses on the make up of the American government. Why are rules important for a community? Why is organization important? Our government has guides and rules such as the Constitution and the Bill of Rights that protect Americans’ freedoms and rights. There are structures, such as the Supreme Court, Congress, and the executive branch of the government, that are set up to help keep America running successfully and smoothly. The structures and documents of the American government are made clear in ways children can understand.”
· Founding of Our Federal Government

· Source:  United Streaming
· 20 minute Video & Lesson for Grades 2-5
“While George Washington was leading the Continental Army against the British, Thomas Jefferson was writing the Declaration of Independence, the document that would be used to declare America's separation from England. Meet these two men and others who played a critical role in the planning and establishment of the United States government and its three branches. Explore the country's Constitution and the relatively few changes made to it in the ensuing centuries.”
· Shh….we are writing the Constitution
· Source:  United Streaming
· 31 minute video for Grades 3-5

Based on Jean Fritz’s book this video introduces elementary and middle school students to the delegates at the 1787 summer convention in Philadelphia. Benjamin Franklin, George Washington, James Madison, and many others traveled there to draft a plan that would unify their states while preserving their sovereignty.
· Almost Painless Guide to the U.S.Constitution
· Source:  United Streaming
· 21 minute video for Grades 3-5

Amusing co-hosts Harlan and Marie lead us step by step through the document that forms the basis of our governments. Students will earn about the ideals of American Constitutional government, the theory of the "We the People," and the concepts laid out by the Preamble. Discuss how the Constitution empowers the government to fulfill its responsibilities, while at the same time limiting those powers. The Bill of Rights and the amendments are also covered in detail. 

· U.S. Constitution Thematic Unit (literature-based, cross curricular)

          Mary Ellen Sterling, Teacher Created Material, Inc., Westminister c1998,

          This book of curriculum ties consists of literature based classroom activities.

· Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz

· We the People   Peter Spier
· The Great Little Madison, Jean Fritz
· Celebrating Constitution Day (K-3 Teacher Resource Book)
        This resource book contains lots of activities to introduce the Constitution

              to K-3 students.  They are designed to engage students in history and civics.

              Teacher Created Materials, Inc.
*Since September 17, 2006 falls on a Sunday, schools should use September 18 as the date for Constitution Day activities!
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Constitution Day


September 17th, 2006


* Celebrated September 18, 2006








