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@ Writing and identifying sentences with different structures

Help students build their sentence skills with this nifty small-group game. First, have each group of
three students cut 72 slips of paper. Give the group a copy of the word box below and a paper lunch
bag. Then have students write one word on each slip and place the slips in the bag. When the bags
are ready, give each group a die and go over the game rules that follow.

Game Rules: Player 1 rolls the die, draws that number of cards from the bag, and tries to form a

sentence. If he can’t he keeps his cards, then Player 2 takes a turn. Play continues in this manner
until a player can form a sentence with his cards (not

all cards have to be used). The player shares the
sentence and announces the sentence structure. If
the group members agree that the sentence is com-
plete and generally makes sense, and that the struc-
ture given is correct, the player records the following
score on his paper:

. Simple sentence = 1 point

. Compound sentence =5 points

. Complex sentence =8 points
If any part of the answer is incorrect or the sentence is
incomplete, the player earns no points. After the score
is recorded, the player returns the cards to the bag
and tries to make a new sentence on his next turns.
Play continues until time runs out or a player scores
12 or more points.

This is a compound sentence.
That's worth five points!
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