Movie Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:   An American Tail
Subject:  Social Studies and ELA – 2nd grade
Brief description of Lesson: 
Part 1:  

1. TLW watch the movie “An American Tail” and write observations about problems the characters face on a record sheet. The record sheet will contain 2 columns:  “Problems in Russia” and “Problems in America.”

2.  At the conclusion of the movie, students will share observations using whole class discussion, and will use a Venn Diagram flipchart to compare and contrast the problems the Mousekewitz family faced in both Russia and America.

Part 2:

1. Teacher will present powerpoint “The Real Mousekewitzs”, comparing the fictional mice to real Russian immigrants from the late nineteenth century.  Daily life, culture, and reasons for immigration will be discussed.

Part 3:

1. Students will pretend to be an immigrant to American from this time period, and will write a letter to family back home in detailing the similarities and differences between life in America and life back home.  They will write a rough draft, proofread and edit the draft, and write a final copy using a premade letter template.

Lesson GLE(s): 
SS:
       49. Compare and contrast the student’s daily life to that of parents, grandparents, and/or 
       guardians  (H-1B-E1)
ELA: 
24.    Develop grade-appropriate compositions, for example:   friendly letters,  poems, stories,  informational descriptions with some detail (ELA-2-E)

26.    Write for various purposes, including:
�      letters or invitations that include relevant information and follow a letter/envelope format
�      informal writing, including messages, journals, notes, and poems (ELA-2-E6)

28.    Use standard English punctuation, including:
�      commas in the greeting and closure of a letter, between a city and a state, and in dates
�      apostrophes in contractions
�      periods in abbreviations (ELA-3-E2)

29.    Capitalize grade-appropriate proper nouns, initials of a person�s name, and the salutation, and closing of a friendly letter (ELA-3-E2)

Materials Needed (including electronic templates):

-Copy of the movie, “An American Tail”

-Record Sheet:  “Problems in Russia, Problems in America”

-Venn Diagram flipchart page

-The Real Mousekowitzs ppt

-Letter template, for rough and final draft

-Letter grading rubric
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