Student Name:  ________________________
“A Letter to my Family”  Rubric

	Category
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Spelling and Proofreading
	Best spelling was used.  All sentences begin with a capital letter and end with correct end mark.  All subjects/verbs agree.  Most transitions and conjunctions are used properly.
	Best spelling was used. All sentences begin with a capital letter and end with correct end mark.  Most subjects/verbs agree.  Problems with transitions or conjunctions.  
	Best spelling was used.  Most sentences begin with a capital letter and end with correct end mark.  Most subjects/verbs agree.  Problems with transitions or conjunctions.  
	Student has many misspelled words.  Few sentences begin with a capital letter and end with correct end mark.  Some subjects/verbs agree. No   transitions or conjunctions used.  

	Letter Formatting and Following Directions
	All parts of a letter are present and written in the correct place.  Student compared new life in US with life in former home and stated a preference for life in US or life back home and why.
	All parts of a letter are present and written in the correct place.  Student compared new life in US with former life.  Did not state preference for life in US or life back home or why.
	All parts of a letter are present and written in the correct place.  Missing or incorrect comparison of new life in US and former life.  No preference for life in US or life back home stated.
	Parts of letter are missing or in incorrect place.  Missing or incorrect comparison of new life in US with life in former home.  No preference for life in US or life back home stated.

	Interest and Creativity
	Used descriptive words and creativity to tell about life.   Letter was interesting, original and resembled conversation.
	Used some descriptive words and creativity to tell about life.   Letter was mainly interesting and resembled conversation.
	Used few descriptive words and little creativity to tell about life.   Letter was somewhat interesting and resembled conversation.
	Used no descriptive words and creativity to tell about life.   Letter was boring and did not flow smoothly.

	Neatness
	Handwriting was neat and words were spaced correctly.  There are no tears, creases or smudges on paper.
	Handwriting was mostly neat and words were spaced correctly.  There are no tears, creases or smudges on paper.
	Handwriting was mostly neat and words were spaced correctly.  There are tears, creases or smudges on paper.
	Handwriting was sloppy and words were spaced incorrectly.  There are tears, creases or smudges on paper.


Total Points:                    / 16                Letter Grade:  _______________

