Movie Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Tall Tales and Legends:  John Henry
Subject: Social Studies-1st Grade
Brief description of Lesson: 
1. TLW discuss what they already know and what they want to learn about the railroad on a 

K-W-L chart.  TTW briefly discuss the early beginnings of the railroad and its importance to the expansion of the United States.

     2.  TLW watch the movie, “Tall Tales and Legends:  John Henry” as they take notes on a 
          tree map.  The students will decide which parts of the movie are real and which parts 

          are make believe.

     3.  TTW lead a whole class discussion of the tree maps that the students created while watching 

          the video making sure that the students know that the movie portrays the early 

          beginnings of the railroad.  The discussion should answer the following questions:

a. Who built the railroads?

b. How were the railroads built?

c. What does a “steel driver” do?

d. How did technology (steam drill) change the way railroads were built?

e. How do you (the students) feel about the change?

f. How did the railroad change the United States?

g. How did the railroad change the lives of the people in 1800’s?

h. How did the railroad change the lives of the people in our community in the 1800’s?

i. How does the railroad affect our lives today? 
   4.  (Optional Activity) If possible, ask an elderly citizen of the community to speak to 

        the class about riding on a train.  (In 1933, a person could enjoy a round trip from 

         Addis to New Orleans for $1.00. The website, http://www.addisla.org has pictures and

         facts about the history of the railroad and its importance to the town.) 

   5.  TLW write a story about what it would have been like to ride a train from Addis to
         New Orleans in 1933.
   6.  Complete the K-W-L chart by having the students tell what they learned about the railroad.

Lesson GLE(s):  35-Identify transportation methods of the local community in the past
Materials Needed (including electronic templates):  
· Copy of the movie, “Tall Tales and Legends:  John Henry”

· Tree Map (for note-taking during the video)
· Pictures of trains of long ago and today

· Blank sheet of paper for report
· Rubric for report

· Websites containing pictures and historical facts (http://www.sdrm.org/history/timeline/, http://www.addisla.org, http://www.marshalldepot.org/index2.htm 
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