Movie Lesson Plan

Lesson Title: Fourth of July and America’s Symbols

Movie: “The First Fourth of July”

Subject: Social Studies 

Brief description of Lesson: 

This lesson is intended to be taught in five 45-minute lessons.

**Pass out the Quiz to the students. The students should answer the questions throughout the week while listening to discussions from their peers.  This should be turned in on the last day for a 14 point grade. 

Anticipatory Set: 

TLW discuss and share their favorite holiday with the class

TLW view a “declaration of Independence” video on www.brainpop.com (need username/password)
Activity Day 1:

TLW view the “Fourth of July” movie (30 minutes) and complete a “hands on” assignment to keep the learner attentive throughout the movie. 


The assignments will vary based on each student’s ability.


High level learners: complete a Flow Chart(Thinking Map)


On- level learners: Complete a Cause/Effect Thinking Map


Below level learners: Complete a vocabulary chart with unknown words. 

Once the movie is over, the students will work in their groups (grouped according to activity) to compare and edit their work.  The students who completed a vocabulary chart with unknown words will be allowed to use a dictionary, if needed, during this time. (10 minutes)

Activity Day 2: 

TLW: present and share their findings from the previous day with the class.  The students will be asked to record answers to questions that are located on a sheet of paper (quiz) that they will use throughout the 5-day period.  (20 minutes)

TLW: participate in a discussion about the events that lead up to the signing of the Declaration of Independence (4th of July) by using a timeline that is located on-line. (During this time, the teacher and students will discuss the importance of a timeline). (20 minutes)  (May want to show the picture or a school day timeline)

Extension: The class will listen to a Rap Song downloaded from an internet source. The Rap Song is a creative method to use to discuss the events that lead to the creation and signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Homework: Students can complete a personal timeline (should have a week to complete this). Using 5 important events in their life, the students will use illustrations and/or pictures to represent these events. 

Activity Day 3:


TLW: discuss the effects of the Declaration of Independence (15 minutes)


TLW: compare and contrast the different traditions that take place on July 4th across the country. This will be completed in groups to allow for partner work.  The students will view pictures on a PowerPoint that will assist the discussion. (20 minutes)

Activity Day 4:


TLW: participate in a class discussion (T-P-S) on various Symbols that represent the 4th of July. (5 minutes)


TLW: Participate in a class discussion (T-P-S) on various symbols that represent America.  These symbols can also be important landmarks. (5 minutes)


TLW: view a “US Symbols” video on www.brainpopjr.com (need a username/password)


TLW: view a flipchart that illustrates various American symbols (10 minutes)


TLW: participate in a discussion on various American symbols and the importance of each. (20 minutes) 

Extension: The students can send electronic postcards of Washington D.C. site to people using the internet. 

Activity Day 5:


TLW: demonstrate their understanding of the importance of the Declaration of Independence and the symbols across the country that represents America. (turn in quiz)


TLW: make their own ornament that represents their favorite American symbol.



Materials needed: 

Shrinky Dink sheets

Cookie sheets

Oven

Pencil crayons

Scissors

(see directions)

Follow the directions to make your Fourth of July Ornaments:
· Get a shrinky dink sheet for each of the students in your class. They are sold in packages. You may have them available at your local craft store, but if not, then you can purchase them online from the makers of Shrinky DInks. Just click on the link and choose "shop online".

· Give each student one shrinky dink sheet and have them place the rough side up. This is the side they are going to color on.

· Have each student pick one of the symbols on the board to create. First, have them make an outline with a red, white, or blue pencil crayon. Tell them to make their shrinky dink big because it is going to shrink to be small when heated.

· Have the student's color in their shrinky dink outline. Allow them to be as creative as they want to be, so that their drawings are original.

· Show students how to cut out their shrinky dinks and tell them to leave a clear edge all the way around the image. This gives the symbol room to shrink.

· Place the symbols on the cookie sheets and head to the school's kitchen.

· Preheat the oven to 325 degrees.

· Insert the cookie sheets and leave in the oven for sixty seconds.

· Remove the cookie sheets and allow the symbols to cool for at least ten minutes.

· Use a hole puncher in the top of the symbol and thread a string through it. Students can now hang their symbols or wear them as necklaces.
Other Activities That Can Be Used Throughout The Unit:

· TLW: create/use a map showing the important places that were mentioned in the video.  They can use a map key and answer questions using the cardinal directions. (North of Louisiana, West of Washington D.C., etc…) 

· TLW: Create his/her own Decleration of Independence for the school. The student must use correct English and sentence structure.

· TLW: create a 4th of July Acrostic Poem (English GLE)

Lesson GLE(s):  2, 3, 45, 48, 51,52,150, 

Materials Needed (including electronic templates):

Flow Map (Thinking Map)

Cause/Effect (Thinking Map)

Vocabulary Chart for unknown words

“The First Fourth of July” Movie

Question Sheet to be completed by the student and picked up for an assessment

4th of July Traditions PowerPoint

America’s Symbols FlipChart

Internet Websites (attached) to be used throughout the week

Shrinky Dink Sheets

Oven

Scissors

Colored Pencils

Cookie Sheets

Brainpopjr  and brainpop username and password

**Although many GLEs are touched on this unit should serve as an introduction to U.S. symbols.  You may also wish to extend the timeline discussion based on your students’ understanding and previous knowledge of a timeline. 

Name: Christine Smith


Email Address:  csmith@wbrschools.k12.la.us

Internet Resources: 

Electronic Postcards:

http://www.pbs.org/capitolfourth/postcard.html
A timeline for the Declaration of Independence: 

http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/timeline.htm
Coloring Pages:

http://printables.kaboose.com/holidays/july-4/july4-color.html
History of the Holiday for the 4th of July:

http://www1.american.edu/heintze/fourth.htm
Extra Ideas on things to do for the 4th of July:
http://www.theholidayzone.com/fourth/julylinks.html
Fourth of July Crafts:

http://www.theholidayzone.com/fourth/julyart.html
Rap song website (teacher will need to buy and download)
http://www.educationalrap.com/song/declaration-of-independence.html
School Day timeline example

http://www.microsoft.com/education/images/Sample2_schoolday_TimelineExcel.jpg
Cause and Effect Thinking Map

http://www.bookladymel.com/thinking%20maps/MultiFlowMap.pdf
Flow Map

http://www.bookladymel.com/thinking%20maps/FlowMap.pdf
