Movie Lesson Plan

Lesson Title:  Importance of Coding

Movie: The Longest Day
Subject:  Gifted Enrichment; Secondary Social Studies GLE’s—US History

Lesson GLE(s):  Click here to enter text.
1. Describe multiple perspectives on an historical issue or event in U.S. history  (H-1A-H2)
2. Evaluate and use multiple primary or secondary materials to interpret historical facts, ideas, or issues  (H-1A-H3)
3. Propose and defend alternative courses of action to address an historical or contemporary issue, and evaluate their positive and negative implications  (H-1A-H4)
4. Interpret or analyze historical data in a map, table, or graph to explain historical factors or trends  (H-1A-H4)
5. Conduct historical research using a variety of resources to answer historical questions related to U.S. history and present that research in appropriate format(s) (visual, electronic, written)  (H-1A-H5)
6. Describe the course of World War II, including major turning points and key strategic decisions (H-1B-H13)
Brief description of Lesson:  

Part 1: 

Students will work on cryptograms as a warm up, then will be asked why having the ability to decode these would be useful.  They will list various ways that talent can be used, then TLW watch a brief clip of The Longest Day (Poems of Love and Deception in scene selection).  Have students fill out the note taking guide and then discuss the events and meaning (what were the Germans attempting to do and how do the students think they interpreted the information?).  
Students will then be asked to list (as a class) other types of codes used to communicate.  This may include semaphore (flag signals), Morse, DNA, computer coding, or even slang/inside jokes that are code for other words.

Students will then try to develop a practical code that follows an organized system (example:  a=z, and every other letter in the alphabet equals its opposite).  They will use this code to create a brief message for the class.  They will share codes and allow the class to work on interpreting them.  Messages will need to be approved by the teacher prior to sharing—the teacher must walk around and ask about codes and messages and check them beforehand.
Part 2:

TLW discuss how people prepare for being attacked or to attack after interpreting a code (such as the ones they looked at before).  Students will then be asked to brainstorm what types of information is necessary to plan for such attacks and a list will be collected on the board.

War Games—students will watch the clip about planning for attack or for being attacked (War Games and a Birthday Party in the scene selection).  Have students fill out the note taking guide while they watch, then discuss their answers.

They will then be given information about the landscape of the French coast at the time, the weather report, the information about soldiers/numbers of soldiers/supplies/weapons and will be asked to plan an attack and defense for the coastline—they must be specific about location (using maps) and numbers of men sent to specific areas.  

They will illustrate their plans on a large map or on the promethean board (use a map background and they can draw on it).  After the different attacks and defenses have been shared they can watch a clip showing what actually took place on D-Day.

Afterwards, they can watch some more of the movie—the actual invasion taking place.  There are also clips showing the German leaders dismissing an attack because of the weather (this is also mentioned in the second clip shown).

This can be followed up with a field trip to the NOLA museum to show them how profound the day was.
Materials Needed (including electronic templates): Click here to enter text.
1. Cryptograms for kids (this one may be too easy for older students)
2. Topographical maps of French coast (copies for students to use), and images of coastline to give them a perspective on the difficulty of storming the beaches
3. Information about numbers of soldiers, supplies, equipment for Allied and Axis powers (perhaps some background on the two sides if this is new information to them)
4. Weather information for the dates of the attack (June 6, 1944)

5. Map of France for Promethean board

6. Rubric for attack/defense plans—give to students ahead of time to use as a guideline

Links:
http://www.dday-overlord.com/eng/material.htm (Information on each specific piece of equipment—tanks, weapons, ships—used by the Allies and the Axis)

http://www.dday-overlord.com/eng/landing_beaches.htm  (Information and pictures of each beach; this whole website has a lot of information)
http://www.ddaymuseum.org/ (Information for the New Orleans D-Day Museum for a possible field trip or more information)
http://www.normandybattlefields.com/battle_sites.htm   (Information and images of the Northern coast of France, includes a map showing all the different sites that were used)
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic-art/418382/40384/Troops-of-the-2nd-Infantry-Division-file-up-the-bluff  (Real video clips of WWII, some very graphic, some narrated—not great quality—but very helpful for showing the invasion)

http://www.meteohistory.org/2004proceedings1.1/pdfs/08fleming.pdf  (Information on the weather forecast for D-Day)
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