Movie Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: A World Without Slavery
Movie:  Unchained Memories
Subject: 7th Grade United States History
Brief description of Lesson: 
1. TLW learn about the origins and effects of slavery with a partner (or in a small group—no more than three) using the questions given on UMResearch.doc as a guide.

2. TLW watch Unchained Memories, answer the questions that accompany the movie, and then discuss any new information learned from the movie with his or her partner/group.

3. TLW will then begin a project where they are asked to develop a plan of action that could have been used before the Civil War to end slavery and keep the peace in the United States.  They must answer all of the questions in UMPlan.doc, and also create a well-written proposal.  They will then debate their plan of action with another group in the class. 

a. The teacher should preview all proposals and pair up plans that are very different from each other.  If the plans are all similar, then perhaps just a brief presentation from each group could be made via PowerPoint or with posters.

b. During the debates, the teacher should provide some challenges for the proposals (ex: Would the South really accept that idea?  How would people be able to continue to make money with this plan?).

4. After proposals have been shared and various plans/options have been explained, discuss why the country took the path it did versus using diplomatic means to end such a harsh system.

5. Review the effects of slavery and what effects can still be felt today.  It may also benefit students to understand why we still study history—especially cruelties like slavery.

Lesson GLE(s): Propose and defend an alternative course of action to a given issue or problem in U.S. history  (H-1A-M5), Explain the causes, effects, or impact of a given historical event in U.S. history  (H-1A-M3), Describe the economic, social, and cultural differences between the North and South, including the advantages and disadvantages each had at the outbreak of the Civil War (H-1B-M12), Describe fundamental beliefs of abolitionists and compare positions of those who favored gradual versus immediate emancipation  (H-1B-M11), Explain the impact of the compromises on the issue of slavery and the Dred Scott decision on increasing tensions between the North and South  (H-1B-M12)
Materials Needed (including electronic templates):  UMQ.doc, UMResearch.doc, UMPlan.doc, Unchained Memories Movie, internet resources pertaining to research questions
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