Technology Integration Short Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: October Sky
Subject: English (11th-12th grade)
Brief description of Lesson (1 paragraph):

1. TTW introduce the film, October Sky, to the class:
October Sky has much to say about both the complexities of family relationships and the delight in scientific exploration and inquiry that results in breakthroughs that affect each of our lives. Homer's father, who has spent his life working in the mines, is proud of what he does, and is disappointed in his son for not wanting to do the same. He thinks that Homer and his friends are wasting their time on their rocket projects and he resents Homer's adoration of noted rocket scientist Werner von Braun. 
2. TTW open a discussion of influences in young peoples' lives (both positive and negative and the perspectives of each).

3. TLW watch the film, October Sky, while gathering information about the influential people in the main character's (Homer's) life on the Character Note-taking Guide.

4. TLW be given the following scenario as instructions for a writing project:
Imagine that Homer has been asked to speak at his graduation. He has decided to talk about the three adults who have had the most influence on his life thus far. Write Homer's speech for him. Be sure to explain how the qualities possessed by each of these adults differ and what each did to influence him.
5. TLW deliver the speech to the class.

6. TLW interview an older family member of their choice to obtain information about the influences in his/her life as a young person by using the interview questionnaire.
7. TLW prepare a short news clip about his/her family member for a class project, a "60-Minutes" episode entitled Influencing the Lives of Young People: a Look Back.

8. TLW perform his/her piece of the 60 minutes episode live or on video.


*See full lesson plan at http://www.homerhickam.com/educators/osguide.shtml 

Lesson GLE(s):  
Writing and Proofreading Standards 2 & 3

31.    Deliver oral presentations, including:

•      speeches that use appropriate rhetorical strategies

Materials Needed (including electronic templates):

Copy of the film, October Sky

Character Note-Taking Guide

Interview Questionnaire

Video Camera and editing software (optional)
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