Technology Integration Short Lesson Plan
Lesson Title: Because of Winn Dixie
Subject: Characterization and Letter Writing
Brief description of Lesson: 

· Begin lesson by holding a short discussion with students about their favorite character in a book, movie, or cartoon. Explain to them that characterization is the way in which a writer describes a character.
· Students will watch the movie Because of Winn Dixie. While watching the movie, students will complete the character map (see below) to list the characters in the movie and write a short description of each.  
· After watching the movie, each student will choose their favorite character and write a friendly letter to them. 
· Present Letter Writing PowerPoint to discuss the parts of a friendly letter. 

· Students will create a friendly letter using the Letter Generator to write to their favorite character from the movie. They will need to tell the character why they are their favorite and what they did in the movie that was special to them. 
· The teacher can use the Letter Writing Rubric (see below) to score the student letters.
Lesson GLE(s): 17, 24
17. Demonstrate understanding of information in texts using a variety of strategies, including:

�      comparing and contrasting story elements (e.g., character, setting, events)

24. Develop grade-appropriate compositions, for example:

�      friendly letters

Materials Needed (including electronic templates): Because of Winn-Dixie, Character Map, Letter Writing PowerPoint, Internet access for letter generator website, Letter Writing Rubric
Name: Meagan Charrier
Email Address: mcharrier@wbrschools.k12.la.us
Name: ____________________________________________
Character Map – Because of Winn Dixie
As you watch the movie, make a list of the characters in the left column and write a short description of the character in the right column. 
	Character Name Character Name
	Description of Character Description of Character

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Letter-Writing : Friendly Letter



Teacher Name: Meagan Charrier 


Student Name:     ________________________________________ 



	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Salutation and Closing 
	Salutation and closing have no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and closing have 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and closing have 3 or more errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Salutation and/or closing are missing. 

	Format 
	Complies with all the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with almost all the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with several of the requirements for a friendly letter. 
	Complies with less than 75% of the requirements for a friendly letter. 

	Length 
	The letter is 5 or more sentences. 
	The letter is 3-4 sentences. 
	The letter is 2 sentences. 
	The letter is less than 2 sentences. 

	Capitalization and Punctuation 
	Writer makes no errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 1-2 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes 3-4 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 
	Writer makes more than 4 errors in capitalization and punctuation. 

	Ideas 
	Ideas were expressed in a clear and organized fashion. It was easy to figure out what the letter was about. 
	Ideas were expressed in a pretty clear manner, but the organization could have been better. 
	Ideas were somewhat organized, but were not very clear. It took more than one reading to figure out what the letter was about. 
	The letter seemed to be a collection of unrelated sentences. It was very difficult to figure out what the letter was about. 
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